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ALAI 2009 London – questionnaire 

History

1. When did your country pass its first ‘modern’ copyright act? On which model was it based and what were its essential features? (a ‘modern’ copyright act being defined as a legislative act conferring protection by way of exclusive rights on any person falling within a pre-defined category of beneficiaries such as authors and artists).
2. Was your legislation at all influenced by the Statute of Anne?

3. Did you have a system of guilds dealing with copyright matters before the introduction of a ‘modern’ copyright act and if so, are there still provisions in your copyright law that can be traced back to that period?

On-line exploitation

4. How does your legislation deal with digital libraries? Do you distinguish between traditional and digital libraries and are there special provisions in relation to education?

5. Have there been any attempts in your country to expand collective administration to on-line libraries?

6. How does your legislation deal with the issue of consent of authors to the on-line digitization of works?

International exhaustion

7. Do you have a rule on international exhaustion of copyright works?

8. Does your exhaustion regime for analogue works differ from that for digital works? If a distinction is made between (analogue) goods and (digital) services that are provided, how can such a differential treatment be justified?

9. How is the impact of exhaustion rules perceived in your country? Is the focus of the impact on economic rights or is the focus on purely practical (or utilitarian) litigation strategies to deal/cope with exhaustion rules?

Formalities

10. Does your copyright system currently impose formalities of any kind? Has it done so in the past?  If so, have the formal requirements evolved (increased, diminished) over time? What are the rationales for having in the past, and/or currently imposing formalities? Do you have any registration, deposit systems or voluntary deposit system? How do they function in the digital era?  Do you have any suggestion or proposal for introducing or altering formalities or schemes of registration in your copyright system?

